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High	School	Classroom	and	Spaces	Beyond.	Art	Education	65 no1  pp 33-39 
 
This article demonstrated to my art education students how a similar project was 
implemented at the high school level.	
	
Videos	
Chimamanda,	A.	(2009)	The	Danger	of	a	Single	story	
https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_story	
	
Adichie	Chimamanda	tells	how	she	was	misunderstood	by	those	who	had	a	“single	
story”(	one	viewpoint)		of	Nigeria	and	how	she	misunderstood	others	by	her	own	
single	stories.	This	Ted	Talk	resulted	in	rich	discussions	of	the	single	stories	in	our	own	
lives	and	informed		the	objective	for	our	artmaking.	What	are	the	“single	stories”	we	
hold	about	those	in	our	communities?		
	
	
http://improveverywhere.com/	
	
“Improv	Everywhere	is	a	New	York	City-based	prank	collective	that	causes	scenes	of	
chaos	and	joy	in	public	places.”		These	short	improv	videos	introduced	my	students	to	
the	concept	of	intervention	in	public	spaces	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Brief	facts	on	the	history	of	our	local	place	
Here	are	some	facts	about	the	“All	American	City”	of	Greeley,	Colorado:		
	
• Founded	as	a	Business	venture/	Utopian		Community	in	1870	by	Nathan	
Meeker	on	land	used		by	Ute	and	Arapahoe	peoples.	Meeker	was	the	
agricultural	editor	for	the	New	York	Tribune,	edited	by	Horace	Greeley.	Out	
of	3000	applicants,	Meeker	selected	700	people,	of	which	later	90	backed	out.	
	
• The	Guiding	principles	of	The	new	“	Union	Colony”	or	Greeley	were	were	
faith,	family,	education,	irrigation,	temperance,	agriculture,	home.	Greeley	
was	dry	(	no	alcohol	allowed	)	until	1969.		UNC	was	founded	as	a	normal	
school	in	1889.	Meatpacking	Industry	began	with	Monfort		Feedlots-Started	
as	a	small	cattle	farm	after	WWI	Grew	into	a	billion	dollar	cattle	feeding,	
slaughtering	and	packaging	plant	;	sold	to	Conagra;	then	to	Swift;	then	to	JBS	
Swift.	
	
• Immigrants	from	Mexico	came	to	the	area	as	part	or	the	1942	Bracero	
Program.	The	program		was	an	international	contract	labor	program	created	
in	between	the	United	States	and	Mexican	governments	in	response	to	U.S.	
World	War	II	labor	shortages.	The	program	allowed	between	4.5	and	5	
million	Mexican	farm	laborers	into	the	United	States	as	contract	labor	over	a	
22-year	period.	The	Bracero	Program	was	officially	terminated	in	1964.Now	
the	population	is	approximately	50%	white	and		50%	Hispanic	or	non	white.		
	
• In	2006	the	Immigration	and	Customs	Enforcement		raided		the		Swift	
meatpacking	plants.	1300	people	were	arrested	nationwide.	262	from	the	
Greeley	plant	.	Most	departed.	Some	charged	with	identity	theft.	“We	have	26	
families	who	have	members	out	on	bond.	Those	arrested	could	not	leave	
because	they	have	to	be	available	for	court	and	they	were	ineligible	to	work	
Some	court	dates	dragged	on	months	and	even	years.	
	
• JBS	Swift	is	now	hiring	refugees	from	Burma	and	Somalia.		
	
• City	of	Greely	is	now	endeavoring	to	rebrand	self	as	a	“	Creative	District”	
encouraging	small	galleries	and	arts	events.		
	
Unless	a	student	had	relatives	who	had	been	involved,	they	were	not	aware	of	the	work	
force	history	of	the	area.		This	brief	overview	was	the	beginning	of	assigned	group	
research	on	the	history	of	this	place.		
	
	
